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MEETING MINUTES:  

CEMETERY BOARD                    February 10, 2022                                                4:30 p.m. 

Cemetery Board meeting was called to order by Trustee Witzke at 4:30 p.m.  

Roll Call:  Present: Witzke, Metzig, Broderick, Angell and Clerk Stevens. Fischer was excused.    

 

Approval of Minutes 
December 9, 2021 Cemetery Board Minutes 
 
MOTION:  
Motion by Broderick 
Second by Angell 
Motion to approve the December 9, 2021 Cemetery Board Meeting Minutes as 
presented. 
 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

 
Public Participation  

Stacie Rudy (Discussion documented in Old Business below) 
 
Communications - NONE 
 
Operations Report 

• General Services for December 2021 and January 2022: No activity 

 

• Digitalization of Cemetery Records: 

 

As reported at the last Cemetery Board meeting, an historic Microsoft Access Cemetery 

document has been located and staff has begun the process of confirming the records within 

it. Village President Boucher has indicated he may know who created the document and 

plans to reach out to her to glean any information possible relating to the record (when was it 

created, from what records, etc.) Staff plans to continue the “reconciliation” of the records 

along with the digital creation of mapping.  

 
Old Business 

• Ownership rights of Interment Inquiry by Lyle and Stacie Rudy 
o Replat of First Addition, Section 15, Block 24, Lots 1, 2, and 3 
o Replat of First Addition, Section 15, Block 25, Lots 1 and 5 

 
Stacie Rudy inquired regarding the availability for use of historic family lots which remain 

unused.  

 

The Board reviewed Cemetery Ordinance Section 273-4 Ownership rights of interment along 

with copies of the records relating to the lots in question. The records indicated that John W. 

Hewitt purchased two Blocks within the Replat of the First Addition (Section 15, Block 24 

and Block 25) which consist of a total of twelve burial lots. The record for Block 25 clearly 

indicates Helen Hewitt (John’s wife) transferred the six lots to Robert and Rosemary Ryf in 

1988. At that time, it appears there had been a single interment in lot 6, however, there is no 

record of who that person was. The grave site had been “probed” finding a vault/casket in 

that location, but no related documentation was found relating to the interment. Since 

transferring Block 25 to the Ryf’s, there have been three additional interments—Hugo, 1988; 
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Rosemary, 2013; and Robert, 2021. Placement of Rosemary’s vault appears to have been 

slightly offset from the intended location which has resulted in Robert’s vault also being 

offset, leaving only enough space in Lot 1 for interment of cremations. Lot 5 is open for a 

traditional or cremation burials. As a result of the record of transfer, the heirs of Robert and 

Rosemary Ryf, following the eligibility requirements of Chapter 273-4 (B), would have the 

right of interment in Section 15, Block 25, Lots 1 and 5. 

 

The record for Section 15, Block 24, Lots 1-6 is held in John W. Hewitt’s name. Three 

interments have occurred—Sara, 1960; John, 1971; and Helen, 2003—leaving Lots 1, 2 and 

3 unoccupied. The heirs of John W. and Helen Hewitt, following the eligibility requirements 

of Chapter 273-4 (B), would have the right of interment in Section 15, Block 24, Lots 1, 2, 

and 3.  

 

Lyle Rudy and his daughter Stacie have requested clarification of the rights of interment. 

Stacie Rudy discussed and clarified that her grandparents, John and Helen Hewitt, have three 

living children who would have first right to the lots. The Board suggested that if Ms. Rudy 

would like, she could contact them regarding their interest/disinterest in the lots. They 

suggested that she obtain signed documents which indicate their preference and place copies 

of those documents on file with the Village so there is clear direction for future use. If none 

of the three has an interest in the use of the lots, it would then go to the next generation based 

on need.  

 

Ms. Rudy indicated she would discuss the matter with her father, and they would decide 

if/how to move forward.  

 
• Review and Approval of Cemetery Ordinance 

 
The Board reviewed a copy of the Cemetery Ordinance with the previously discussed 
changes implemented and determined it was in order. 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Broderick 
Second by Angell 
Motion to approve the revised Chapter 273 Village of Winneconne Cemetery Ordinance 
as presented; and to forward the approved document to the Village Board of Trustees 
for acceptance. 
 
Motion carried unanimously 
 

New Business 
• Wind Damaged Headstones 

o Original Plat, Section 3, Block 3, Lot 1 – Charles W Hewitt 
o Original Plat, Section 3, Block 3, Lot 5 – Guy Eugene Thomas 

 
Clerk Stevens reported on December 15, 2021, the Village of Winneconne experienced a 

high-wind event which resulted in two headstones being damaged. The Board reviewed the 

cemetery record along with photos provided by the Department of Public Works showing the 

headstones which were blown over. Both are located in the Original Plat, Section 3, Block 3. 

Lots 1 and 5. The damaged stones are likely made of sandstone which has weakened and 

deteriorated over time.  
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Clerk Stevens noted the Village of Winneconne is obligated to provide perpetual care for the 

cemetery, but it is unclear if this is to include headstones. The Board discussed the fact that 

losing the markers would potentially create issues in the future with graves being 

“unmarked.” With that in mind, the Board discussed repair/replacement options which would 

preserve the historic record of the interred.  

 

The first option for repair is using epoxy to “glue” the pieces together. While this option 

works and the epoxy has proven to hold for a significant period of time, the stone continues 

to deteriorate and tends to break above or below the epoxy repair joint. The cost for the repair 

was estimated between $100-$300. A second option is to replace the headstones with an 

upright headstone made of granite. However, the cost associated with this is prohibitive at 

$900-$1,000 for each replacement. Considering the potential for additional stones of this type 

to fail and to need replacement, this option could quickly deplete the Perpetual Maintenance 

fund. A third option is to use a flush or block marker made of granite. This option will 

preserve the information on the headstones but does not achieve the historic appearance of 

the headstone. The cost for a flush mount or block is approximately $200-$300.  

 

The Board determined that the historic preservation of the information is essential and 

decided to have the headstones replaced using the third option.  

 

MOTION: 

Motion by Broderick 

Second by Metzig 

Motion to replace the damaged headstones with a flush mount/block marker made of 

granite and engraved to document the historic record of the interred. 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

  
Confirm next meeting date: 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 
  

Adjournment 

MOTION by unanimous consent to adjourn at 5:23 p.m.  

 

Holly Stevens, Secretary Winneconne Cemetery Board  


